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An outline of the premodern understanding of natural law according to 

which each criterion in Aquinas’s famous definition is to be resolutely 

construed as “natural” in an Aristotelian sense — the community is natural 

(a natural kind), the common good is a natural end, the precepts are 

formulated naturally, and the authority is natural in the sense of pre-

conventional and pre-political.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


